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DOV ARBEL


Dov, an attorney, is the director-general of the Foundation for the Benefit of Holocaust Victims in Israel.  He is also active in Gesher, an organization seeking to bridge the gaps between orthodox and secular Jews in Israel.  Dov served as vice-chairman of the National Council of Volunteerism in Israel, and is co-founder and co-chairperson of the Association for Fighting Poverty in Israel.

ODELIA BARKIN


Odelia began her career in communications as an editor and producer of programs on Galei Tzahal, the Israel army radio station, during her service in the IDF.  On completion of her army service, she studied communications and sociology at Tel-Aviv University, and began working as an editor and writer for Israeli radio and television.  Odelia currently serves as an Editor of Viva Plus Magazine, published by Yediot Aharonot.

Odelia attended the Sixteenth International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Glamsta, Sweden in 2005.

IRYNA BELSKAIA

Iryna, an alumna of the Seventeenth International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Cape Town, South Africa, works as a Jewish educator in Belarus where she manages the educational programs of the Union for the Progressive Judaism.  With support of Community Service scholarships from the Memorial Foundation, she earned an advanced diploma in Jewish Education and Professional Development from the Leo Baeck College in London.  She is married to Michael Kemerov, who is also participating in the Israeli Nahum Goldmann Fellowship.

BARAK BEN-ELIEZER

Barak Ben-Eliezer, who participated in the Fellowship programs in Sweden in 2003 and in Uruguay in 2004, served as an Officer in the Israeli Air Force where he commanded Talpiot, a prestigious program that prepares Israeli Air Force officers for essential roles in research and development projects in Israel’s armed forces and military industries.

As a result of his participation in the Nahum Goldmann Fellowship, Barak has undertaken a program in Jewish Studies at the Hebrew University and serves in leadership roles in a number of Israeli organizations aimed at deepening the knowledge and commitment of secular Israelis to Jewish values and culture.


Barak is currently director of strategic technology for the Israel Police.

ROBERT BERMAN


Robert Berman, an alumnus of the Tenth Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Sweden in 2003, holds a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.


Since his participation in the Fellowship, he has established and directed the Halachic Donor Society (HODS), a body that raises awareness about issues pertaining to organ transplants and advocates support for organ donation within the Jewish community.

ILAN BLOCH

Ilan, 29, a Jewish educator from Melbourne, who participated in the Thirteenth International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Melbourne, Australia in 2003, is currently studying for a Masters in Jewish education at the Melton School of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and studying Talmud at the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies.

ARIEL BLUFSTEIN

Ariel, born and raised in Buenos Aires, received his BA in sociology from the University of Buenos Aires and studied political science and Middle East politics in Israel.  Ariel currently is Executive Director of the Israel Labor Movement in Argentina and the Vice-Director of the Holocaust Museum.  He also serves as the coordinator for the Latin American Department of Yad Vashem.  Ariel is an alumnus of two Latin American Nahum Goldmann Fellowships in Sao Paolo.

RACHEL BOLSTAD
Rachel, an alumna of the Fifteenth Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Mumbai, India in 2005, is active in the Wellington, New Zealand Progressive Jewish community and serves on the Executive of the Zionist Federation of New Zealand.

SOLOMON CHARIKAR
Solomon is responsible for the planning and implementation of Jewish cultural programs for the Mumbai Jewish community center in India.  He also serves as the shochet of the community. He is alumnus of the Fifteenth Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Mumbai in 2005.

YULINA DADOVA


Yulina, a native of Sofia, Bulgaria, who is studying for her Ph.D. in Anthropology, Ethnography and Folklore at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, is currently the curator of the Jewish Museum of History in Sofia.  She also serves as editor for the Jewish art and culture magazine, Mabat, and as a reporter for the Jewish community’s weekly newspaper.  She attended the Seventeenth International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Cape Town, South Africa in 2006.

ROSELLA DE JONG


Rosella, from Amsterdam, has served as activities manager and member of the Board of “Moos,” a Dutch organization for young Jews, 18-35.  Rosella recently moved to London where she has maintained her Jewish communal involvement through leadership in the Zionist Federation there and as a member of the communications team of Limmud.

Rosella, who studied Italian literature, film and communications at the Universities of Amsterdam and Universita de Bologna, Italy, attended the Sixteenth International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Glamsta, Sweden.

DEBORAH DURLACHER


Debbie currently serves as the Executive Director of Hillel-Uruguay, the first Hillel in South America.  She previously served as president of the Habonim Dror World Movement and the Uruguayan Youth Zionist Federation.  Prior to her involvement in the Jewish community, Debbie worked for a major international accounting firm in Montevideo.


Debbie is an alumna of the Fourteenth Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Uruguay in 2004, and the Fifteenth Fellowship in Glamsta, Sweden in 2005.

TANIA ESHEL
Tania, an alumna of the 11th Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Melbourne in 2002, served in the Israel Defense Forces and received her Bachelors of Arts degree from the Hebrew University in education and international relations. She returned to Australia to serve as a Liaison Officer for the Australian Friends of the Hebrew University, and earlier as the Hillel Director and Coordinator for Jewish student services of the Shalom Institute.

ANNA FOLDVARI
Anna, an alumna of the 16th Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Glamsta, Sweden, holds several degrees in psychology from the Elte University in Hungary.  She has been an active member of the Pesti Shul Association, a modern orthodox community in Budapest, and has worked as a program planner and coordinator for the Balint Jewish Community Center of the JDC. She also was the co-founder and coordinator of the Budapest Holocaust Museum.

JENI FRIEDMAN


Jeni Friedman, who hails from Edmonton, Alberta, graduated magna cum laude from the College of Arts and Sciences of the University of Judaism in California, and completed her Rabbinical studies at the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York where she also obtained a Masters’ Degree in Midrash.  Jeni has been deeply involved in the Conservative Movement in the United States where she served as Director of Adult Education at the prestigious Congregation B’nai Jeshurun in New York and Director of Jewish Studies Programs at Camp Ramah.


After attending the Eleventh Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Australia, she served as a coordinator of Shabbat programming at the Sweden Fellowship in 2003 and the Latin American Fellowship in 2004.

LUKA GIRARDI


Luke, who grew up in Zagreb, Croatia, began his medical studies in Graz, Austria, following his participation in the Nahum Goldmann; Fellowship in Sweden in 1999.  Now a distinguished specialist in internal medicine, Luka, who was very active in Jewish communal life in Zagreb, is now an active leader in Graz where he is the principal organizer of Jewish education and religious activities in his community.

YIGAL HANGSHING


Yigal Hangshing, from Manipur, India, a leader of the Bnei Menashe, one of the lost tribes of Israel now formally recognized as Jews by the Chief Rabbi of Israel, is a first-time participant in the Nahum Goldmann Fellowship.

GALIT HASEN
Galit, an alumna of the Fifteenth Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Mubai, India, and the Eighteenth Fellowship in Melbourne in 2006, is completing her Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology, specializing in child psychology.  She is active in the burgeoning Shira Hadasha community in Melbourne, Australia, a feminist group, where she coordinates the Hesed projects in the community.  She also serves as a presenter at Limmud-Oz, an important learning group in Australia.

JEREMIAH HNAMTE


Jeremiah Hnamte, from Mizoram, India, a leader of the Bnei Menashe, one of the lost tribes of Israel now formally recognized as Jews by the Chief Rabbi of Israel, is also a first-time participant in the Nahum Goldmann Fellowship.

MARION KAHNEMANN


Marion Kahnemann, from Dresden, Germany, is a sculptor who incorporates Jewish themes and texts in her art.  She designed the Holocaust Memorial at the railway station in her hometown of Dresden.  She also taught art at Paedeia, the European Institute for Jewish Studies in Stockholm.  She is currently actively involved in Germany in building better understanding and relationships between the native Jewish population and the new Russian Jewish immigrants there.  She also chairs the Jewish-Christian dialogue in Dresden.

Marion participated in the Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Russia in 1993 and in Sweden in 1997.

RAEL KAIMOWITZ


Rael Kaimowitz, who participated in the Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Sweden in 2003, played a major role in organizing the very successful Eighteenth Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Cape Town in 2006.  After his involvement in these two programs, Rael was elected to the Board of Jewish Deputies in Cape Town where he plays a major role in leadership development.  He also chairs the sub-committee for young adults in the South African United Jewish campaign and sits on the Executive of its young adult division.

Rael, an accountant by training, is currently a managing director of a private business concern, 

MONI KATARIVAS

Moni, from Sofia, Bulgaria, received his Masters in Finance and is now employed as a project manager for the Bulgarian Ministry of Finance, working on Bulgarian economic integration within the European Union.  An active member of the Bulgarian Jewish Youth Organization, Moni has become increasingly involved in the activities of the Bulgarian Jewish community since attending the Fourteenth International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Uruguay in 2004

MIKHAIL KEMERAU


Mikhail, 40, is the executive director of the Union for Progressive Judaism in Belarus, responsible for organizing the cultural programs of eighteen religious congregations there.  Prior to his current position, Mikhail served as executive director of the Grodno Jewish Community Center.  Mikhail, who received his graduate degree in philology, specializing in Russian language and literature, attended the Seventeen International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Cape Town, South Africa, in 2006.

SYBIL KESSLER


Sybil, who participated in the Sixteenth International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Glamsta, Sweden in 2005, has devoted her career to the field of human rights.  She previously worked as an advocacy officer at the American Jewish Committee’s Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights and currently is Director of UN Affairs for B’nai B’rith International.


Sybil, who holds a Masters of International Affairs from Columbia University’s School of International Affairs, also served as an election supervisor for the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Bosnia-Hercegovina and worked for three years in community development and humanitarian relief in the Balkans.

MONIKA KRAWCZYK


Monika, an attorney in Warsaw and an alumna of the Tenth International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in 2001 in Glamsta, Sweden, studied at the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies with the help of a Community Service Scholarship provided by the Memorial Foundation.  In 2004, she became the Chief Executive Officer of the Foundation for the Preservation of Jewish Heritage in Poland, and has served as Chairperson of the Supervisory Boards of the Union of Jewish communities in Poland and of the Warsaw Jewish Community.  She is also a legal advisor to the Jewish community for restitution negotiations in Poland.  Monika has also been active for many years in organizing Jewish cultural programs in Poland.

CORINA LANG


Corina Lang, from Buenos Aires, who attended Fellowships in Sao Paulo in 1996 and Uruguay in 2004, is a licensed psychologist, now completing her doctoral in social psychology with the Memorial Foundation’s help.  She currently serves as a director of a Jewish family social agency in Buenos Aires.


Corina is a pioneer in the field of special education in the Jewish community in Argentina.  As one of the most passionate advocates for establishing programs for children with learning and other disabilities, she was able to obtain funds from a non-Jewish foundation in the United States to enable her to launch much needed projects in South America in this area for which the established Jewish community could not supply the necessary resources.

ANA LEBL


Ana, an architect, is the key leader of the small Jewish community in Split, Yugoslavia.  Since her attendance at the Tenth International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in 2001, she has gradually assumed increasing responsibility as a volunteer coordinator for the community’s cultural activities.  Ana is also very active on the regional and international level, coordinating programs for the revitalization of small Jewish communities in Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Slovenia.  She also co-chairs the Standing Committee on Jewish Education at the International Council of Jewish Women.

BEATA LEICHTOVA

Beata, an alumna of the 12th Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Glamsta, grew up in Galanta, Slovak Republic. With a Masters degree in economics and management, she worked in the marketing department of Deloite & Touche in Bratislava where she also served as Secretary of the Bratislava Jewish Community. Although she grew up with a strong Jewish identity, she had to keep her Jewishness secret during her childhood years under communism in what was then Czechoslovakia. After the collapse of the communist regime, she became an active member of the Union of Jewish Students and participated in seminars and Jewish summer camp programs. She was instrumental in organizing Jewish educational and cultural programs, for young children. 

DALIA LICHTENSTEIN


Dalia Lichtenstein, who received her law degree from the University of South Africa and is a partner in a law firm in Cape Town, attended the Seventeenth Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in South Africa in 2006.  Formerly active in the South African Union of Jewish Students, she subsequently assumed leadership as Vice-Chair of a Jewish employment center in Cape Town for disabled Jews, simultaneously serving as chairperson for the Jewish Home of the Disabled there.  In the latter capacity, she played a major leadership role in raising a million Rand this year for that program.

DANIEL LORD
Daniel, who currently works as an independent management consultant in Johannesburg, South Africa, is an alumnus of the 16th Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Glamsta, Sweden. Daniel earned masters degrees in business administration and in international management. He is seeking to become more involved in the South African Jewish community.

YAIR MILLER


Yair Miller, a marketing and publication relations’ consultant from Sydney, Australia, participated in the Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in 2003 in Melbourne, Australia and in Mumbai, India in 2005.  Yair has since become a very active leader in the Australian Jewish community, where he now serves as vice-president of the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies and a member of the management committee of the Executive Council of Australian Jewry.


Yair has worked closely with the Indian Nahum Goldmann Fellows in providing human resources and programs for the Jewish community in Mumbai, India.

Most recently, he has played a major role in organizing a mini-Nahum Goldmann Fellowship program in Australia in November 2006.

LISHY MISHALI

With degrees in law and public administration from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Lishy, a first time participant in the Nahum Goldmann Fellowship, currently works in the economic section of the state prosecutor’s office in Jerusalem.  Lishy, who comes from a traditional secular Israeli background, is involved in fostering greater tolerance and communication between secular and religious Israelis.

MYER MOSES


Myer, from Thane, India, an alumnus of the Australasian Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Australia in December 2003, played a major role in organizing the Southeastern Asian Fellowship in Mumbai, India in March 2005.  Myer currently serves as Secretary of the Board of ORT-India and a member of its management committee.  He is an active member of the Sha’ar Hashama’im Synagogue in Thane, where he is deeply involved in community education.  Myer has also organized and managed several camps for Jewish children in India.

LESLAW (LESZEK) PISZEWSKI


Leszek, the son of a Holocaust survivor who first learned about his Jewish roots when he was a teenager, received two Community Service Scholarships in 2000 and 2002 to study Jewish religion and tradition.  In 1996, he became one of the leaders of the group who helped rebuild the Jewish community in Warsaw.  When the Jewish community in Warsaw officially came into existence the following year, Leszek was appointed its first President.  He has also served in leadership position in the Association of Jewish Communities in Poland, and directs the Atara Foundation, active in informal Jewish education and outreach programs in Poland.

Leszek was a Nahum Goldmann Fellow in 1999 and 2001 in Glamsta, Sweden.

TANIA REYTAN-MARINCHESKA
Tania earned a Ph.D. in Political Philosophy from the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, and a Master’s Degree in International Relations and Sociology from the Moscow State Institute of International Relations.  She currently teaches international relations and human rights at Sofia University.  She served as president of the Bulgarian chapter of the International Council of Jewish Women and is active in Bet Debora (the European Conference of Women Rabbis, Cantors and Scholars).

Tania was a participant in the Fourth Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Zvenigorod, Russia in 1993 and in the Seventeenth Fellowship in Glamsta, Sweden in 1997.

NEER SAAD
Neer, born and raised in Givatayim, Israel, is the commander of Havatzalot, the newly formed military-academic core program of the military intelligence division of the IDF.  He holds degrees in applied mathematics, computer science and physics from the Hebrew University and the Weizmann Institute of Science.  He is also a graduate of Talpiot, an elite program that trains IDF officers to assume leadership roles in research and development in the Israeli armed forces and military industries.  A first-time participant in the Nahum Goldmann Fellowship, Neer is also a member of Kolot, a pluralistic Beit Midrash.

RACHEL SAFMAN


Rachel, who received her B.A. in molecular biology from Harvard University and her Ph.D. in developmental sociology from Cornell, is currently Professor of Sociology at the National University in Singapore.  She is the founder and current president of Gesher-Singapore, a monthly forum that brings scholars and communal leaders from around the world to the Singapore Jewish community.  She is also the vice-president of the Progressive Jewish community in Singapore, and has organized weekly parshat ha-shavu’a discussion groups at the local Sephardic Orthodox synagogue.


Rachel is an alumna of the Thirteenth International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Melbourne, Australia in 2003.

RENEE SANDERS

An alumna of the Third Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Zvenigorod, Russia in 1991, Renee is a journalist and documentary filmmaker in Holland.  She has worked in a variety of media, including magazines, theater, radio and television, including Israeli and Dutch public television.  Renee, who is active in the Amsterdam Jewish community, most recently produced the film, “Resisting Forces,” about the Jewish Council of Enschede, the only Dutch Jewish community which collectively went into hiding and resisted arrest by the Nazis.

RONNY SCHNAPP


Ronny, an alumnus of the most recent regional Nahum Goldmann Fellowship program in Melbourne, Australia in November 2006, completed the IDF Marva Program for foreign volunteers after completion of high school.  He is currently active in Jewish communal affairs in Australia, serving on the Board of Management of the Jewish community in Canberra, Australia, and as a leader in the local Maccabia sports club.

Ronny is currently an electrical engineer with Australia’s largest electricity provider.

SANDRO SERVI
Sandro is one of the first Fellows in the Nahum Goldmann Fellowship, participating in the Second Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in 1989 that took place at Carmel College outside of London, England.  Sandro, from Firenze (Florence), Italy, obtained his university degree in philosophy.  He founded Rimonim, an Italian Jewish publishing house in Florence, and serves as publisher, author, and editor of educational materials for the Italian Jewish community.

ANDREA UZAN


Andrea, a tax attorney from Copenhagen, who participated in the Twelfth International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Sweden in 2003, is a member of the Board of Deputies of the Danish Jewish community.  She also serves on the Board of the Danish Zionist Federation, and co-founded and coordinates activities for “Israel Connect,” an organization for young adults between the ages of 20 – 40, that fosters their connections to Israel and Judaism.

MICHEL VENTURA


Michael Ventura, a veteran Nahum Goldmann Fellow who participated in the South American Nahum Goldmann Fellowships in 1996 and 2000, was elected and served as President of one of the largest Jewish day schools in Brazil for many years.  He also serves as a member of the Va’ad Hachinuch of the Rio Jewish Federation.  Educated as a mechanical engineer, he is currently director of an auto-related industry in Rio de Janeiro.

ANNA WILSON
Anna, an experienced translator and interpreter, was born in Moscow but now lives in London where she is active in the Reform Movement and the World Union for Progressive Judaism.  Anna first became interested in Jewish life at the beginning of Glastnost in the former Soviet Union and now aspires to greater involvement and leadership in the Russian speaking Jewish community in London.

She participated in the Fourth Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in Russia in 1993, and in the Seventh Fellowship in Glamsta, Sweden in 1997.

DIANA ZADUNAISKY

Diana, from Buenos Aires, Argentina, is a Professor of Nuclear Physics and consultant to the Academic Affairs Secretariat at the University of Buenos Aires.  An alumna of several South American Fellowships, she also participated in the planning and organization of the Latin American Nahum Goldmann Fellowship alumni reunion in 2004.

NAOMI ZYLBER
Naomi, from Copenhagen, Denmark, participated in the South African Nahum Goldmann Fellowship in 2006.  With degrees in marketing and business management, she has worked as a project manager for a number of Danish manufacturers.  She has taken Jewish Studies courses in the United States and Israel, and hopes to become more active in Jewish life in Denmark. 
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